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Happy New Year!

This year, Joshua and | watched Kouhaku Utagassen on New Year’s Eve; of course, | cheered for the red team,
but the white team won again. That’s what, three years in a row now that the white team has won? | hope the
red team wins one day! After Kouhaku finished, we went to the shrine in Kofu. Last year, we bought a daruma
and made a wish on it, so we took that daruma to the shrine to burn it. We bought a new one and made another
wish. | hope it comes true!

This year, Joshua and | made our first snowman. We tried to two years ago, but it was very difficult since
we’ ve never done one before, and then the snow melted and went away. Last year there wasn't much snow,
so we didn’t have a chance to try to build one. This year, there was lots of snow, so we decided to try. It came
out looking a little silly, but we’ re glad we made one. Koebi-chan kept stealing the snowman’ s sticks (which
we used for his arms).

| hear there will be much snow again soon. Stay warm and safe, everyone!

~Connie
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