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Hello, everyone!

We are now in the midst of summer. It has been very hot and very humid lately, and the cicadas have been
buzzing loudly these days. | hope fall will come soon!

With summer comes many festivals. A few weeks ago, | attended Yonago’s Gaina Festival with some friends of
mine. | was unable to see the festival last year, so | was very excited. It was really amazing watching people
balancé lantern poles on their shoulders, chin, hands, and other parts of their bodies. The festival food was also
delicious! This was my first time eating any festival food, and | enjoyed it very much.

My fiance (Joshua, as some of you know) also arrived in Japan some weeks ago. He is living in Akasaki, so | went
to visit him when he arrived. Akasaki is a very quiet and small town next to the ocean. They had a festival, too,
which | went to see. There were fireworks and a laser-light show. It was amazing! Of course, Juushichiya is the
best festival.

Stay cool!

~Connie
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