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Spring is just around the corner. | saw tulips the other day at A#4yow so | bought them. Whenever there are
tulips in the store, | always buy them! If | don’t, | have to wait a whole year before | see tulips again.

In Japan, students graduate from junior high school (and high school, | think) in March, and then the new school
year starts in April. The third years are very busy right now taking their entrance exams. In America, our
school year starts in September and finishes in June. We also don’ t have high school entrance exams, so
finishing junior high school is not that big of a deal. Everyone usually goes to the same high school, so
graduation is a very happy event. We don’t usually have graduation ceremonies at the elementary school
either. Sometimes there is a very small ceremony where the kids sing a graduation-themed song and then
shake the principal’s hand.

Once we finish junior high school, though, we have a dance party. For high school, all the students who
graduate go to a theme park like Disneyland (if you live in California; | don’t know about other states).

Take care, everyone!

~Connie
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