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It has been very warm this winter. As of writing this, there hasn’t been any snow. | wonder if we wil have a white Christmas
this year.

Last month, | went to Kyoto with Joshua (my husband!). | had wanted to visit Kyoto for a long time, and | wanted to go there
in fall, too. So, we decided to go to Kyoto for our honeymoon. We went to a lot of places like Kinkaku-ji, Ryoan-ji,
Kiyomizu-dera, and many others. We also went to the Kyoto Agquarium because we both love aquariums; anytime we travel
somewhere, we always go to the aquarium there. They had giant salamanders at Kyoto's aquarium! | was so excited. |
remember Kyle teling me that there are giant salamanders in Kofu and that | could see one if | looked hard enough. | never
found a giant salamander though (I don’t think they live in Kofu). So | was very happy to finally see a one at the aquarium.
They're so big!

The maple leaves were very beautiful when we went. There was a special light up of Umekoji Park so you could view the
colorful leaves in the evening as well. | took a lot of pictures of the leaves; they really do define the season of fall.

Merry Christmas everyone! And have a Happy New Year!

~Connie
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