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Hey. This month I'll be introducing how New Years Day is celebrated in the United States. In my
experience, January 1st is spent recovering from the previous night’s festivities. The real partying
begins on December 31st. Families may stay up till midnight to watch the countdown on TV while
others will go to New York and watch the countdown live. Another common way to celebrate is to
drink like crazy, party and kiss someone around you when the ball drops and it changes to a new
year. New Years is seen as a fresh start, so no matter what problems you may have had, you can
start anew. However, the equivalent of New Years may be Christmas in the US. If you ask
someone to work on Christmas, it is extremely discouraging whereas New Year is not so bad. In
Japan, it is probably the opposite where someone who is asked to work on Christmas will not
complain as much as someone who is forced to work during Shogatsu. Have a great 2010 and may
this year be better than the last.
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