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Hi, everyone. With Obon coming up this month, I'd like to talk about how people remember the
dead in different cultures. In Japan there’ s the Bon Festival, where families gather together
and honor their ancestors by cleaning their graves, offering them food and burning incense for
them. In the U.S., we have many ways of observing those who have passed on. Many people
don’ t do so during a season but rather on the day that the person passed away. People often
leave flowers and talk about the person while visiting their tombstone. Those of Mexican
heritage often celebrate “El Dia de Los Muertos,” (the day of the dead,) where families
clean/decorate graves, offer marigolds and celebrate the dead cheerfully, eating foods like
sugar skulls and sweet bread. They believe that on the day of the dead, it becomes easier
for the dead to find their way into the world of the living. Surprisingly similar to Japan, isn’ t
it ?

Have a great summer and watch out for sunburns! —Brian—
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