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Hi, people of Kofu. It's Brian again. Last month, we had the so-called “Silver Week,” where we had

five consecutive holidays in Japan.

During Silver Week, | visited a nearby World Heritage site, Himeji Castle. One thing | noticed at Himeji
was the cleanliness of the castle. My image of castles is dirty, dark and damp places such as the
castles in Europe. Castles in Europe tend to be surrounded by large moats and are mostly made of
stone. Castles in Japan are pretty, clean and bright in comparison with the interior being made of
mostly wood. | was quite surprised at the difference but both are important historical and cultural

symbols and 'm glad | had the opportunity to visit.
Perhaps next time, I'll head to Osaka or Kobe.
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