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Ghosts of the Tsunami

Last month, | read a very interesting book called Ghosts of the
Tsunami. Itis by a British journalist based in Tokyo called Richard
Lloyd Parry. Itis about the 2011 tsunami that hit Tohoku in 2011. The book is a

book about loss and how people deal with it. The book focuses on Okawa primary
school were 74 of its 108 students lost their lives in the tsunami because the teachers didn’ t evacuate them
to higher ground after the earthquake. The reason being that it “wasn’ tin the disaster plan” for the school.
Lloyd Parry documents how different parents react in different ways. Some are stoic and silent, some search
every day for their children in the debris of the tsunami (one mother even obtains a JCB license, so she can
use a digger to search for her child in the debris), and some even sue and win damages from the authorities
who they hold responsible for not having an effective plan in place which could have saved their children.
The book also touches on the horrible rift that occurs the parents whose children survived and those that
didn’ t.
Finally, the book looks at some of the horrible psychology scars left by the sudden loss of the “butsudan”
and “ihai” when people’ s homes were swept away. It talks about the many ghosts that were seen in the
aftermath of the tsunami, and one Buddhist priests pastoral work in helping people come to terms with
these visions, be they purely a manifestation of grief or a real phenomenon.

Overall, I found the book very interesting and deeply moving.
Ghosts of the Tsunami (Zz8)
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