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The Current COVID-19 situation in the UK and Japan

The U.K.s initial COVID-19 response was late, (major sports event
were still happening in March 2020), or non-existent (we never closed our borders),

and generally not enough (our lockdown was too short). However, when it comes
to the COVID-19 vaccine it is another story, currently over 50% of the adult population has already been
vaccinated with at least one dose, and the rest receive a first dose by the end of July). Despite government
taking the credit, the success of the vaccine program seems to be largely down to the NHS, our national
health care system.

Japan, however, despite successfully mitigating the spread of COVID-19 through mask wearing, and social
distancing, is way behind the UK in eliminating the virus (currently only around 3% of the country has
received two doses of vaccination). With the Olympics fast approaching, and state of emergencies being
declared in numerous prefectures, it looks like Japan just doesn’ t seem to be in a hurry to achieve “zero
COVID-19” .

This is a real shame, and whether the fault lays with a failure of political leadership, a mistrust of foreign
drugs (Japan requested domestic clinical trials on the vaccine in addition to international trials already
carried out), or the very real lack of trained medical staff to administer the vaccine, one can only hope that
Japan’ s infection rate remains low and everyone can receive the vaccine (Japan has already purchased
enough for the entire population) as soon as possible.
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