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Spain and the Philippines

Kamusta! For this month, | am going to talk about the history and the

similarities between Spain and the Philippines. But before we go to that
part, let’ s first talk about the history as to why these two countries have so many cultural
similarities. In the year 1565, Spain conquered the Philippines. A man named Ferdinand Magellan
on the Philippines islands and claimed the country for Spain. For over 300 years, the Philippines
was ruled by the Spanish rule. The Spanish fleet was defeated by the Americans in 1898. With this
opportunity, the Filipinos surrounded the area and declared the Philippines as independent on
June 12th. The Spanish colonial period was a bad history for the Filipinos but it also had its good
side. The Spanish left a lot of their culture. An example of this is the similarities between Tagalog
and the Spanish language. | can understand a little bit of Spanish due to the fact that the
languages of the two countries use words that sound alike. Many people from other countries
think that Filipinos aren’ t Asians because we don’ t have Asian last names. The Philippines is
located in Southeast Asia. But what surprises other people is that Filipinos have Spanish last
names. My last name, Amparo, is a Portuguese and Spanish word which means refuge or shelter.
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