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o Scottish Fire Festival

L \ / Today | would like to talk about the “Up Helly Aa” fire festival which is held in the

= Shetland Islands off the coast of Scotland in January each year. People wear Viking

costumes and carry torches through the streets and then burn a replica Viking ship. When the ship has
finished burning, people sing a traditional song “The Norseman’ s Home” then go on celebrating into the
early hours of the morning. But why a Viking festival in Scotland? From the early 8th century, Vikings began
to settle in the Northern Isles of Scotland and by the 11th century had built up such a presence that they
invaded parts of the mainland. These incursions played a part in the formation of the kingdom Alba, the
precursor to modern day Scotland, as the various independent regions formed a united front to repel the
Viking invaders. This Viking influence remains today, with many places and surnames, especially on the

Scottish islands and west coast of mainland Scotland being of Viking origin.
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