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Father Christ .
ather Christmas f‘-:l,#_'!;
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merry-making, singing and drinking and can be traced back to the 15th century.

The first known English figure of Christmas was associated with

He was most often portrayed as an elderly man with a beard.
He remained popular until the 18th century, when interest Christmas began to decline. During the Victorian
period Christmas customs enjoyed a significant revival, including the figure of Father Christmas himself as
the emblem of 'good cheer'. This was in no large part due to the popularity of Charles Dickens's 1843 novel
A Christmas Carol which has been credited both with reviving interest in Christmas in England and with
shaping the themes attached to it, such as the eating of poultry, the now defunct tradition of telling ghost
stories on Christmas Eve itself, and Christmas caroling itself.
Also, until the end of the 19th century, Father Christmas was largely associated with drinking and eating, not
with giving presents to children.
From the 1930’ s onwards, Father Christmas began to take on the more standardized attributes of the
American “Santa Claus” .
Today the terms “Father Christmas” and “Santa Claus” are used mostly interchangeably, and like many
festivals, Christmas has become somewhat homogenized, although some local tradition still persist. For
example, in the UK people still put a silver coin in the Christmas pudding and whoever receives a slice with
the coin is said to have good luck for the coming year.
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