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The UK's prospects for 2022 %—

e £
Today I'd like to talk about the outlook for the UK in 2022. 2021
was a turbulent year with the twin challenges of the Coronavirus and Brexit a

constant theme throughout. These two things look likely to dominate 2022 also.
In regards to Coronavirus, the Omicron strain is spreading rapidly with a recording breaking 200 000 new
cases on Jan 4th (In comparison, Japan has recorded only 500 cases, totally). Personally, both my brother
and auntie have caught Omicron, and, although the symptoms were mild in their cases, it is a worrying
trend, that, like me, most people in the UK have a family member or friend who has been infected. With PCR
test kits running out over Christmas and hospitals reaching capacity it looks like 2022 will be at least as
trying as 2021.

When it comes to Brexit, import checks on goods from the EU started on January 1st, which can only worsen
the food shortages caused by a massive slowdown in the time it takes for imports to reach store shelves.
Inflation caused by rising food and energy prices (both a result of Brexit) looks to continue, and, coupled
with stagnating wages, 2022 is looking just as bleak financially for most British families,

However all is not gloom and doom. The COVID pandemic has made a lot people question what is
important in life. Homeworking has made people realize that they can have a better work life balance, and
the highlighting by the pandemic that workers like teachers, nurses and shop staff play a vital role in public
life has made people start to question the current state of wealth distribution in the U.K., with calls coming
from many for a fairer, kinder society.
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