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Hello everyone,

've begun to see some green on the bare trees! Spring is coming! I'm so excited. | love spring, especially after
a long winter.

Just last week, the 3rd years graduated from Kofu Junior High School. | am very proud of them; | have known
and taught them since they were in 6th grade at Kofu Elementary School. They have grown a lot, and | will miss
them. But | know they will do great things with their lives, so I’ m cheering for them!

In just a few more days, Joshua’ s family will be here in Japan. I’ m happy that they will be able to experience
another country’s culture and customs! Speaking of custom, in Japan, there is an interesting custom that we
don’t have in America: in spring, teachers are moved to different schools or are made to retire (if they are sixty
years old). In America, teachers only move to a different school if they want to move. As long as you are good
at your job, you can stay at a school for as long as they want you. It's actually better to stay at one school for
as long as you can (or for at least 10 years) so you can get job security, which basically guarantees you cannot
lose your job. Of course, when teachers do leave, they leave in summer, not spring. It's a very interesting
difference.
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